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Visual methods

▪ Use images to help answer 
a research question

▪ Used alongside other 
methods

▪ Nuanced and deep insights

▪ Uses in engagement, 
education, and more.
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Participatory video:
connecting 
young people             
with greenspaces



Participatory video 

Brings people together to 
explore issues, voice 
concerns or just be creative

Lunch & Lunch (2006, p10)
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14 young people (14-15 years old)

3 short films

How do they view greenspaces?



Greenspaces 
are boring

Greenspaces 
are 

dangerous



Participatory video 
as a transformative 
engagement tool

Nature connectedness

Sense of agency



Connecting to 
greenspaces

Appreciation of nature’s beauty

Empathy towards wildlife

Behavioural changes (littering)

More active lifestyle

Mental health benefits



It was the deer that really 

opened up my eyes… 

If I litter right now, the deer can 

eat the plastic and that would 

cause it to die 

and that’s not right. … 

They have feelings…

What we feel, they feel as well. 

If we feel pain, they feel pain.



I never thought 

in my whole entire life 

that I would be able to make a video 

with my friends or anything. 

I really didn’t think  

we were going to go that big, 

so I was so surprised and proud of 

what we achieved. 



Pro-
environmental 

behaviour

Connection 
to nature

Sense of 
agency

Chan, K.M.A., Gould, R.K. & Pascual, U. (2018) 
Chawla, L. (2009)

Participatory video as 
a transformative 
engagement tool



Future research:

Conservation conflicts

Just Green Transition 

Engaging stakeholders whose 
voices are not usually heard

Eastwood, A., Juárez‐Bourke, A., Herrett, S., & Hague, A. (2021). Connecting young people 
with greenspaces: The case for participatory video. People and Nature



Virtual reality 

▪ Facilitate discussion 
and decision making

▪ Illustrate an idea or 
approach

▪ Able to experience 
without being there, at 
one’s own pace

▪ Embed different 
items into the tour, make 
it into a game

Example: Agroforestry at Glensaugh

Virtual Farm Tours | Glensaugh Farm (hutton.ac.uk)

https://glensaugh.hutton.ac.uk/virtual-farm/tours












Touch table

▪ Good 'people magnet'

▪ Prompt for discussion, 
e.g. illustrate and share 
different knowledges

▪ Help people reflect about 
an issue or their 
relationship with a place 



Other visual 
methods

▪ Story-mapping
▪ RESAS RD 1.4.3 (UnderStories)
▪ RESAS RD1.4.1 (Glentrool Storymap)
▪ RESAS D4.1

▪ Digital Stories
▪ EU H2020 AgriLink

▪ Visualising data
▪ 3D GIS
▪ Virtual Landscape Theatre

▪ Photovoice
▪ RESAS C6-1

▪ Feeling Mapping
▪ RESAS C6-1

https://www.hutton.ac.uk/research/projects/understories-storying-woodland-use-management-and-expansion-cairngorms-national
https://openscience.hutton.ac.uk/dataset/glentrool-storymap
https://www.agrilink2020.eu/farm-advisors/innovation-stories
https://zenodo.org/record/6514226#.YqmaX6HMIdV
https://www.hutton.ac.uk/learning/exhibits/vlt


Applications of 
visual methods

▪ Data collection and 
analysis

▪ Dissemination

▪ Education and training

▪ Aiding decision-making



Thank you!
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